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GUEST SPEAKER FOR NOVEMBER 
Paul Sommerville 

District 7 Beaufort County Council Representative 
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Meeting: Tuesday, November 10, 8 AM 
Sea Island Conference Center 
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Place:  Celadon Activity Center 
Sams Point Road 

�
2(
�������
�'8��6�����������4�
���

��	������
�(������������
�

2(
��/)�-&����	
���8���
7������$��(
�
$� �����'�$��

����$�2
���
������
�
�
�



��

�

�����������������������	
�����
������
By Rick Butler, LIBPA Transportation Representative 
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  Upgraded by       Upgraded by       Bridge Upgrade         Existing      
State                       Fixed Bridge                     Bascule Bridge                           In Progress                     Swing Bridges (*) 
Virginia                      2                                1                                  0                                          1  
N C                                  5                                               0                                               1                                          3 (1 arterial) 
S C                                   1                                               0                                               1                                          5 (2 arterial) 
Georgia                          1                                               0                                               0                                          0 
N Florida                        8                                               1                                               1                                          1 (arterial) 
Total                             17                                               2                                               3                                        10 
*Note: In addition to showing the number of swing bridges in existence the numbers in parentheses show those 4 bridges which 
serve arterial (high volume of traffic) roads.  The remaining 6 swing bridges serve rural roads with low traffic volume. The Sea Is-
land Parkway is considered to be arterial based on the quantity of traffic which it serves. 
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The temperature is dipping, the tupelo leaves 
are turning; its fall in the Lowcountry! While 
most people turn their attention to the up-
coming string of holidays over the next few 
months, horticulturalist and gardeners alike 
are thinking about Arbor Day, December 4, 
and how we can celebrate trees in our com-
munity. Arbor Day is always the first Friday in 
December, and it’s worth noting that it falls 
between Thanksgiving, a season of thanks 
and Christmas/Chaunnaka, seasons of giving.  
 
Living in the Beaufort we all know and appre-
ciate the aesthetic benefits that trees afford. I 
think that it would be enough if trees were 
just trees and gave us only their shade and 
beauty; but they are much more. Here in the 
Lowcountry the live oak is not only a premier 
part of our landscape, but an important link 
to our history. Trees are our only living link to 
our distant past. Whether we are viewing the 
Earth's oldest living inhabitant, "Methuselah" 
a 4,767 year old bristlecone pine growing in 
the White Mountains of California that has 
lived more than a millennium longer than any 
other tree, a 300 year old live oak in our com-
munity or a tree in our backyard that we have 
planted in our lifetime, we are in all cases 
participating in and contributing to a certain 
kind of legacy. 
 
In the year 2000, as part of the White House 
Millennium Council’s decision to raise aware-
ness of the importance of trees’ witness to 
our nation’s growth, America the Beautiful 
selected one landmark tree in each state to 
be protected and used to promote respect 
and care for trees. This program was an over-
all success and as a recent update and review  
 

A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 
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of the plan revealed, every state had posi- 
tively helped to raised awareness and re-
spect linked to each tree. The South Caro-
lina tree chosen, a live oak named the An-
gel Oak on John’s Island in Charleston 
County, is certainly one of the grander 
entrants into the program. Anyone who 
visits the site is awestruck to the scale and 
mass of its branches and trunks. This live 
oak is by far the largest tree of any species 
in the region and quite possibly the State. 
But did you know that Beaufort County 
has at least two trees that are larger in 
trunk diameter then the Angel oak? They 
are growing on an old homestead near an 
old farm house. They did not have the 
opportunity to expand their branch can-
opy to the extent that their John’s Island 
cousin did, but tree age is determined by 
trunk growth rings and this factor could 
prove to make them older. As part of the 
Beaufort Three Century Project we will be 
trying to date these and other trees in 
what was once known as the Beaufort 
District and try and bring some science 
into the age determination of our treas-
ured tree cover. Determining the age of 
live oaks, up to now, has been a guessing 
game among the layman, arborists and 
tour guides, with the latter being believed 
the most. The bristlecone pine was exten-
sively studied by scientists from around 
the world and its age is documented and 
based on research and testing. On a 
smaller scale, when our research is com-
plete, we will be able to safely and more 
accurately state the ages of our chosen 
Millennium representatives. 
 
So how does all of this information help us  

to celebrate this Arbor Day?  
Modern medicine has redefined our 
lifetimes. Children born today can ex-
pect to live well into their 90’s and be-
yond. Our view of what was forever is 
changing rapidly. As far as we can com-
prehend, trees may be the only thing 
that, relatively, in our minds, can live 
forever. They are witnesses of our past 
and they will be our representatives of 
the future. 
 
In this day and age of longer life expec-
tances we are somehow also seeing a 
small portion of our friends and 
neighbors dying at a young age. Many 
of us have seen young, vibrant, healthy 
people taken from our lives all too 
soon and all too quickly. What better 
way to honor and remember them, 
then to plant a tree in their memory. 
They could not be here with us forever, 
but the tree can. 
 
So think back. There has to be some-
one in your lives that deserves a place 
of honor on this earth. The tree does 
not have to be large or the ceremony 
extensive. It actually could be you, the 
tree and memories.  
 
       Planting a tree in 
       memory of a lost 
       loved one is equal 
       to giving a gift that 
       will not only last a 
       lifetime but possi-
       bly last forever 
which is  something we wanted them 
to do. 
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By Michael Murphy, President, Preservation Tree Care 
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VETERANS DAY IS NOVEMBER 11, 2009 
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CONGRATULATIONS MS ROBERSON, NEW HEAD OF BEAUFORT COUNTY PARKS AND LEISURE SERVICES 
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A COMPARISON OF 2008/2009 THIRD QUARTER RESIDENTIAL SALES  
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LADY’S ISLAND BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION 
182-D Sea Island Parkway 
Lady’s Island, SC 29907 
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The Lady‘s Island Business and Professional Association, organized in 1981, is a state charted, nonprofit organization with the objective of promoting the planned, orderly development and growth of Lady‘s Island. It also will 
sponsor such projects and events that contribute to the general welfare of the island, its residents, its businesses and its professional offices. Membership eligibility embraces businesses, professional practices, island residents and other such 
individuals having an interest in the welfare of Lady‘s Island. Annual dues are $45. All correspondence should be forwarded to LIBPA, 182-D Sea Island Pkwy, Lady‘s Island, SC.29907. You can now join through our 
web site at www.LIBPA.org. Comments regarding the content of this newsletter should be forwarded to Jim Hicks at jbhicks@hargray.com. 

LIBPA MEMBERSHIP 
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WHAT DOES LIBPA DO? /)�-&����	���
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WHAT ARE LIBPA’S PRESENT PROJECTS?��9�����	��
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YOU CAN JOIN BY FILLING OUT THE FOLLOWING FORM AND RETURNING IT WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE ($45) 
OR JOIN THROUGH OUR WEB SITE AND WE WILL BILL YOU.  ����	
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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